
Report of the Organising Committee ORP³ 2003 
The second edition of the ORP³-conference was organised by young researchers of the working group of 
optimisation, Department of Mathematics, University of Kaiserslautern. It was held at the PfalzAkademie 
Lambrecht (near Kaiserslautern) from September 21 to 26, 2003. 

The planning and organising phase 
During the planning phase the person responsible for ORP³ in the EURO executive committee changed: Rainer 
E. Burkard left the executive committee and Zilla Sinuany-Stern became responsible. Nevertheless, Rainer 
Burkard was one of our main contact persons and supported us during the complete planning phase. This was 
especially helpful due to some problems regarding the email-contact with Zilla Sinuany-Stern. 
 
The time schedule in the planning and organising phase was as follows: 

- Call for papers (approximately 500 leaflets, Opt-Net, DManet, EWGLA, math- and optimisation-
newsgroups): October/November 2002 

- Deadline for submission: March 1, 2003 
- Notification of acceptance: June 1, 2003 
- Deadline for early registration: June 15, 2003 
- Conference: September 21 to 26, 2003 

 
We found it very helpful that well established and renowned researchers from the scientific committee, 
especially Horst W. Hamacher, promoted the conference by informing their colleagues all over Europe. 
 
In total we finally had 32 submissions. The scientific committee accepted 24 of the submitted papers. Due to a 
late cancellation we ended up with 23 talks that were given at the conference. 

The conference itself 
Scientific programme: 

- Our participants (23 speakers, 1 non-speaker participant, 3 invited lecturers, 3 members of the scientific 
committee, a representative of a publishing company, the organising committee) were from all over 
Europe: 

o Austria     (  1) 
o Belgium (invited lecturer)   (  1) 
o France     (  5) 
o Germany    (15) 
o Hungary    (  2) 
o Italy     (  3) 
o New Zealand (scientific committee) (  1) 
o Scotland (invited lecturer)  (  1) 
o Slovenia    (  1) 
o Spain     (  3) 
o Sweden     (  2) 
o Turkey     (  2) 
o USA (publisher)    (  1) 

- Besides the fact that many countries were represented by the participants we were happy to welcome 
both young researchers and young practitioners.  

- There was a wide range of subjects, e.g.  
o Optimisation algorithms in radiation therapy 
o Location problems 
o Graph problems 
o Multiobjective optimisation 
o Game theory 
o Flow problems 
o Vehicle routing problems 
o Linear and nonlinear optimisation 
o Scheduling problems 
o Stochastic optimisation 

- We had 3 invited lecturers (each 90 minutes) who gave a very good overview over the range of OR: 
o Prof. Valerie Belton  (Soft-OR: “Towards an integrated framework for modelling”) 
o Prof. Martine Labbé (OR-theory: “On the generalized subgraph problem”) 
o Prof. Stefan Nickel (OR in practice: “Real world location problems“) 



Organising Committee:  
Florentine Bunke, Berhanu Guta, Holger Hennes (vice chair), Stefan Ruzika, Anita Schöbel,  
Susanne Scholl, Silvia Schwarze, Dagmar Tenfelde-Podehl (chair), Stevanus Adrianto Tjandra 

- For each talk we planned 45 minutes: 25 minutes talk, 20 minutes for discussion. Moreover we adopted 
the idea of having an opponent for each of the talks. His/her function was to critically discuss the 
presented paper and to guide the discussion. To prepare themselves the opponents got the corresponding 
paper some weeks before the conference took place. Moreover we asked the speakers some weeks prior 
to the conference to prepare their talks in such a way that a basic introduction to their subject 
(comprehensible also for people working in other areas) is given at the beginning of the talk.   

 
Social programme: 

- Sunday evening: get-together  
- Monday evening: optional visit on the wine fair of Bad Dürkheim, travel by train 
- Wednesday afternoon: trip (by foot and public bus) to the Hambacher Schloss with guided tour, 

afterwards a visit at a wine grower with regional food and wine tasting 
- Thursday evening: farewell evening 

Financial Aspects 
 
First of all we thank EURO for the generous support. Furthermore, we were able to find additional support from  

- the Graduate School “Mathematics as a Key Technology” (Department of Mathematics, University of 
Kaiserslautern) 

- the Freundeskreis (circle of friends) at the University of Kaiserslautern 
- the ministry for science, further education, research and culture of Rhineland-Palatinate  

 

 

Final Remarks 
It was a great pleasure for us to organise and host this special conference and we learned a lot during the 
planning phase.  
For the next organisers it could be interesting to consider the following two improvements some of the 
participants proposed at the end of the conference: 

- the opponent may introduce the speaker as well as he/she may be responsible for the corresponding 
time management (we gave these jobs to one of the organising committee) 

- all papers may be put on the current ORP³-homepage before the conference (additionally to the 
proceedings book which was distributed at the beginning of the conference) 

 
We additionally organised a book exhibition with books from several publishers. Since a representative of 
Kluwer (John Martindale) also attended the conference, the participants had the chance to establish a (first) 
contact to publishing companies. 
Two of the invited lecturers (Valerie Belton and Martine Labbé) joined us not only for their lecture but stayed 
for a couple of days and took part in the scientific as well as in the social programme. Moreover three members 
of the scientific committee (Horst W. Hamacher, Matthias Ehrgott and Anita Schöbel) were present during the 
complete conference. We think that the presence of a few well established researchers (who also participated in 
the social events) is very helpful for the participants. They may act as a role model as well as a mentor.  
 
Regarding the accommodation we think that our decision for the PfalzAkademie was completely right, although 
the PfalzAkademie is not directly connected to our university in Kaiserslautern. That kind of guest houses are 
very good for small conferences and workshops since accommodation, lectures/talks and recreational areas like 
common rooms are in the same building. This leaves much room for the participants to discuss open questions 
and to socialise with each other (what they in fact started instantly and continued during the complete 
conference).   
 
Concluding we think that this conference is not simply a platform for young scientists to present their research, 
but, beyond this, it is a great chance for young researchers to get known to each other and start networks, to 
establish contacts to well-known researchers, to learn more about other OR-subjects, to critically discuss results 
and to improve their own ability in presenting. This is our impression of the conference but it strongly coincides 
with the statements of many of the participants we heard at the end of the conference. Unfortunately it was not 
possible to invite the next organisers since it was not clear at that time which OR-group will be responsible for  
organising the conference in 2005 (and to our knowledge this is not yet clear). But one of the participants agreed 
to promote the idea of organising the ORP³-conference in his working group and as far as we know they 
eventually applied for it. Hence we hope that in 2005 there will be a next edition of ORP³.  


